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St. Patrick 
 

Scholars and historians are uncertain about the years of birth and death for St. Patrick. Many details 

of his life remain fuzzy. Stories about chasing the snakes out of Ireland and using a shamrock to teach 

the mystery of the Trinity may be more myth than history.  But one thing is certain: Patrick is a beloved 

saint whose name is celebrated far beyond the Ireland he Christianized in the fifth century. And well he 

should be. Here was a humble, self-educated man who achieved remarkable things against great 

odds. 

 

Growing up in what is now Great Britain, Patrick was kidnapped and sold into slavery in Ireland as a 

teenager.  For six years he was forced to tend flocks, but he was free to turn to God for consolation.  

Over time, he underwent a profound conversion.  After escaping and returning home, Patrick became 

convinced through a number of powerful dreams and visions that he was being called by God to go 

back to Ireland and walk among the very people who had enslaved him.   

 

He returned as a priest eager to spread the gospel message among a people who were still practicing 

human sacrifice and were the major slave traders of their day. Patrick found a way to plant the gospel 

in that culture, proving himself a missionary of great skill. He believed God had chosen him to convert 

the Irish. Drawing on his own struggles earlier in life, he preached in a way that had special meaning to 

a people who were downtrodden and commonly dismissed as barbarian. St. Patrick found God in  

nature, in people, in the Church he loved and served. He is a saint for the Irish-and for all peoples. 

SAINTS AND HEROES AMONG US by Judy Ball 

May the roads rise 

to meet you, 

May the winds  

be always at your back, 

May the sun shine 

warm upon your face, 

The rains fall soft upon your 

fields, 

And until we meet again 

May God hold you  

In the hollow of His hand.  

IRISH BLESSING 

MONTHLY FUN FACT…. 

Excerpts from the Our Lady of Lourdes Historical Treatise 
 

“The fledgling parish was placed  

under the patronage of Our Lady of 

Lourdes and the first mass was  

offered on November 19, 1918, in 

the "Chapel on the Hill", as the  

former Holdredge home came to be 

known.  There were two front rooms 

of the house which were used for the altar and worshippers. 

The former dining room on the southwest was used by the 

choir. A baby grand piano led the choir, played by Juanita 

Finch (Peterson). The choir consisted of Alice Finch (Stuart), 

Ellen Dollen, Florence Long Arnoldi, Mildred Long, Frances 

Roman, Madelin McElligott, Mary Hopkins, Cliff Long, Lyle Da-

ley, Mr. and Mrs. Conboy, Eleanor O'Toole, Sue Morearty 

(Powers), and later Mrs. Ann Latenser and Leone Leary.” 
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May You Live as Long as You Want And Never Want as Long as You Live 
 

Saint Patrick, having been brought as a slave from Britain or France 

into Ireland, spent six years of his boyhood tending swine upon the 

hills of Antrim for a pagan master. Having escaped from captivity 

and reaching his home, he heard in vision the voice of the Irish  

calling him back to preach the gospel. 

 

After long years of study and preparation, he was consecrated a 

bishop and with the blessing of the Pope, Saint Celestine, he  

returned to Ireland.  He labored for sixty years, preaching, baptizing 

and founding churches throughout the country.  He preached  

before kings, baptizing Aengus of Munster.  

 

While in Connacht, he converted seven princes and twelve thou-

sand people.  On what is now called Croagh, he spent a whole Lent 

in prayer and fasting.  He founded the church and school of Armagh 

about 450.  He died in 492, or according to some 465.  His grave is 

at Downpatrick, as are the bodies of Saint Brigid and Colmcille. 

SAINT PATRICK, APOSTLE AND PATRON 

On March 19th, we celebrate the feast of St. Joseph, the husband 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary and foster father of Jesus (God the Son). 
 

Joseph was born into the Family of David and was a carpenter from  

Nazareth.  He was betrothed to Mary, but when he found that she was 

carrying a child, he feared to marry her. An Angel, a messenger from God, 

came to Joseph and told him not to be afraid. Mary was to be the Mother 

of God. Joseph did not understand this great mystery, but he was a man 

of great faith in God and put all his trust in God. 

  

Joseph and Mary were married. After the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem,  

Joseph and Mary presented Jesus in the temple, a custom of that time.  

When an angel told him that King Herod wanted to kill the Child Jesus, 

Joseph brought Jesus and Mary into Egypt, where they lived in safety for 

some years. Upon their return to Nazareth, Joseph protected and  

supported Jesus and Mary through his work, introducing Jesus to his trade of carpentry. 

  

At the age of twelve, Jesus was absent from his parents for three days during the Passover feast they were  

celebrating in Jerusalem. Joseph and Mary found Him teaching the great teachers of the temple. Jesus went  

home with Joseph and Mary, honored and obeyed them, growing in age and grace. 

  

We do not know when Joseph died, but it seems to be before Jesus began his public ministry. Joseph is  

remembered as a "just man" who accepted, without hesitation, the joys and trials of obeying the will of God.   

Joseph is the patron of Christian families, schools and laborers. We pray to him that we may have a happy death. 

He faithfully guards and cares for all of us as he did for the child Jesus. 

SAINT JOSEPH 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick & Jourdan Burke ● Michael & Marissa Flegg  

Brent and Sara Goetzinger ● Julie Hagen 

Jerome & Nancy Kudlacz ● Michael & Roxana Mills 

Joseph & Caitlin Oconnor ● Myriam Sanchez 

Roger & Jody Smith ● Benjamin & Hillary Stickler 
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WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 

Last month, the following children were baptized at Our 

Lady of Lourdes Church. Welcome & Congratulations! 

 

  Mathias Jackson Graalfs  

  Son of Shawn & Jennifer 

   

  Carolee Rose Cote 

  Daughter of Shawn & Jessica 

 

  Lowen James Burke 

  Son of Patrick & Jourdan 

BAPTISMS 

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them Oh Lord, 

And Let Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them” 

 

 

 

 

 

Leonard Joseph Tylski 

Francis Joseph Greise, Sr. 

Gerrianne M. Neneman 

Francis Patrick Kelly 

Mary Ann Hill 

ETERNAL REST 

SCRIP gift cards are available at the parish office Monday-

Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm.  SCRIP cards are also sold  

Saturday evenings after Mass in the Sacristy and after all 

Sunday Masses in St. Bernadette Hall.  Special orders are 

accepted for participating retailers not in stock.  These are 

just a few of our participating retailers! Please call  

402-346-0900 for special orders or if you have any questions. We accept cash, check,  

Visa, Master Card, Discovery and American Express. 

ORDER YOUR SCRIP GIFT CARDS 

Congratulations to our students below who are  

finalists in the Knights of Columbus Council 13080 

Free Throw Competition! They will be representing 

the Our Lady of Lourdes’ Council in the finals at 

12:30 pm on March 18th at Skutt Catholic High 

School.  We wish you all good luck! 

     

4th Grade: Ruth Cunningham 

5th Grade: Reagan Brekel   

6th Grade: Alice Cunningham  

8th Grade: Erin Buglewicz & 

  Justin Bacome           
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IN MEMORY OF JOYCE MARIE BLAZEK-PIETRAMALE 
 

Liz Hough 

Mariann Lenz 

Kris Rieschl 

Rich & Rosemary Hagedorn 

Glen & Rosemary Kathol 

 
IN MEMORY OF FRANCIS GREISE SR., TO THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  

CONFERENCE FUND 
 

Doris Greise 

Elaine & Jeanne Heaston 

Jerry & Susan Luce Sr. 
 

 

IN MEMORY OF FRANCIS GREISE SR., TO THE IMPROVEMENT FUND 
 

Doris Greise 

The Dehner Company, Inc. 

Richard & Donna Limbeck 

Bruce & Mary Reemts 
 

IN MEMORY OF SALLY GRIMBERG MALONE 
 

Carol, Sue, Nancy, Dorothy, Maralee, Pam, Carol & Betty 

MEMORIALS TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES-ST. ADALBERT PARISH 

Our Lady of  Lourdes-St. Adalbert Parish Memorials 

Today’s Gift…Tomorrow’s Hope 


